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were the toughest, strongest 
tomato plants I'd ever grown, 
producing a big crop of fat, 
healthy red tomatoes. Now 
surely they'd be classified as 
organic tomatoes? 
  And as far as eco goes - 
you can find anything you 
like in an eco version - in-
variably more expensive 
than the ordinary peasant 
version. I like the facilities in 
eco campsites - they are the 
ones with a long drop dunny 
and cold showers gravity fed 
from a tank full of green tree 
frogs on the roof. And for 
the privilege of bathing in 
cold frog piddle you are 
charged more for your camp-
site than the 'normal' van 
park/campground down the 
road. 
  Saw an eco motel on the 
NSW south coast the other 
day. In fact, I thought it was 
a run down, out of business 
old ex-motel - fair dinkum! 
But no - there was the sign 
out front (and indeed bro-
chures in the local tourist 
centre, as we later found out) 
parading the fact that this 
eco motel was not only 
green, but cheap, too, and 
full of recycling and other 
eco stuff. Truth be known, 
the word eco was used to al-
low the operators to charge 
premium motel rates for 
what amounts to a run down, 
bloody noisy (it's right on 
the highway) old and crappy 
motel. 

D unno where it all 
started, but some-
where some adver-

tising guru with a green twist 
decided that the words 
'organic' and 'eco' could be 
used to sell veggies that 
were supposedly grown 
without the use of chemicals 
and stuff. 
  When it was shown that un-
chemical produce looked 
pretty crappy, some smarties 
began to offload their second 
class fruit and veggies as 
'organically grown'. And 
look where that first small 
step took us today. There's 
an eco something and or-
ganic food everywhere you 
look. 
  Some mob is now touting 
the use of organic beef in 
their mass-produced burgers. 
What have they been using 
prior to this - inorganic beef? 
That'd be just like the ones 
you see on the streets of 
Rockhampton - made from 
metal and plastic and resins 
and bloody fibreglass. 
  Organic bloody tomatoes - 
that's another one. They sell 
'em in the shops for about 
twice the price of an ordi-
nary inorganic tomato, but 
what's the bloody differ-
ence? Mate of mine used to 
work at a sewerage treatment 
plant and in the process of 
processing the poo he'd often 
see tomato plants rising 
proudly above the, er, poo. I 
got some off him once. They 
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W hen we think of 
Queensland most 
of us think of 

sunshine, Fourex and hot 
weather, the beaches of the 
coast and the hot flat plains 
of the Outback. Snow does-
n’t even enter into the pic-
ture, does it? Well it does 
around Stanthorpe, on the 
high granite country in the 
ranges south west of Bris-
bane. 
  The bustling town of Stan-
thorpe is the centre of a fas-
cinating patch of country on 
the New England highway, 
rich in history, fabulous pro-
duce and spectacular coun-
tryside. Many RV tourers 
heading up the New England 

from the southern states are 
stopping over in this area on 
their way north, enjoying the 
sights, tastes and fresh 
mountain air before they 
continue on to their warmer 
destinations. 
  Stanthorpe, just north of the 
NSW border, sits high on the 
Granite Belt at just over 800 
metres. In winter Stan-
thorpe’s altitude means some 
very chilly weather, with 
snow not uncommon and big 
frosts a regular occurrence. 
It may be cool country, but 
the climate and the granite 
soils provide the makings of 
one of Australia’s great fruit 
growing regions. 
  Explorer Allan Cunning-

ham passed through this area 
in the 1820s, but after the 
discovery of tin in Quart Pot 
Creek in the early 1870s the 
area around the present town 
began to grow. Early mi-
grants discovered the fruit 
growing potential of the 
granite soils and orchards 
soon featured in the area. Af-
ter the First World War sol-
dier settlers moved into the 
area and with post World 
War Two migration the area 
became something of a mul-
ticultural mix. 
  Today Stanthorpe is a busy, 
attractive town with some 
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The Granite Belt wines 
are superb 



substantial buildings, a nar-
row but nice main street and 
plenty of shops and services. 
The highway bypasses the 
town to the west, so through 
traffic is not a problem. 
  The Post Office building in 
Maryland Street was built in 
1901 and is a striking feature 
in town, along with some of 
the old pubs draping the 
street corners with iron lace 
and shady verandahs. 
  One of the very pleasant 
attractions of Stanthorpe is 
the area around Quart Pot 
Creek. The tourist centre is 
in Leslie Street and over-
looks the creek area, which 
has pleasant walks, nicely 
tended gardens and shady 
trees. 
The two most outstanding 
features of the Stanthorpe 
area are the orchards and the 
granite outcrops. Bald rock 
and Girraween National 
Parks are south of town and 
feature some significant and 
spectacular granite outcrops. 
There are a host of walking 
trails throughout these parks 
if you feel the need for a 
hike. 
  The orchards too are spec-

Top: Stanthorpe’s attractive 
main street 
 
Middle: A beautifully restored 
old tractor in the museum 
 
Bottom: Blossoms on the fruit 
trees add a splash of colour 
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tacular in their own way. 
Hail netting is a major fea-
ture of this region. The or-
chards are protected by im-
mense nets, grey, white and 
pink, propped up by poles 
and steel cables. Such is the 
nature of the region that hail 
storms are a fact of life, and 
sometimes even these nets 
can’t cope with nature’s icy 
force. 
   Despite the threat from the 
heavens, this area is one of 
the most productive fruit 
growing areas in Australia, 
with apples, pears, stone 
fruit, grapes and berries sim-
ply outstanding. The tourist 
centre has a beaut booklet, 
The Granite Belt, available 
for travellers and this details 
all the information on the 
produce available in the 
area. 
  To get a real feel for the ex-
tent of these growing areas, 
as well as some of the his-
tory of the region, take a 
drive around the Armistice 
Way to the north west of 
town. 
  The Armistice Way skirts a 
region settled by ex-
servicemen returning from 
the horrors of World War 
One. The areas and roads in 

Top: Cool country grapevines 
 
Middle: The wild bottles at 
Castle Glen 
 
Bottom: Iron lace in the main 
street 

������
�������
����  

��



the region are named after 
the famous (or infamous) 
battlefields of Europe – Poz-
ieres, Bullecourt, Passchen-
daele, Amiens and more. 
  The drive takes you 
through extensive orchards, 
with hail netting covering 
acres of trees. It’s almost as 
if that eccentric artist Cristo 
has dressed the area in cloth, 
as he has on locations all 
over the world. 
  And Stanthorpe also has its 
own ‘Big’ thing, the Big Ap-
ple, to the north of town, 
right at the northern end of 
the Armistice Way. Here at 
Vincenzos you can taste all 
the local produce in season. 
  Along the Armistice Way 
you’ll find Donnelly’s Castle 
Road that leads, not surpris-
ingly, to Donnelly’s Castle, a 
tumbling of massive granite 
boulders on a rise in the mid-
dle of the area. Here you can 
take in some lovely views 
and wander around in 
amongst the boulders. If you 
have kids along, turn ‘em 
loose here. They’ll have a 
ball exploring amongst the 
boulders. 
 The Stanthorpe region is 

Top: Granite 'canyons' at 
Donnelly’s Castle. Kids will 
love them! 
 
Bottom: Love those old pubs  
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also becoming well known 
for its wines. Wineries have 
prospered here and the wines 
are right up there with the 
best. There are a number of 
wineries close to the high-
way both north and south of 
Stanthorpe, so it’s a good 
idea to base yourself in town 
for a few nights and spend 
the days tasting the region’s 
delightful drops. Some of the 
more noted wineries include 
Ballandean Estate, Summit 
Estate (try their Durif), Fels-
berg and Heritage Estate 
(their Shiraz is very tasty). 
  Another interesting attrac-
tion for those who like a 
drop is Castle Glen Li-
queurs, also along the Armi-
stice Way. While they pro-
duce wines they are more 
noted for their liqueurs. The 
tasting area is spectacular, 
with masses of bottles of li-
queurs on display. The bot-
tles themselves are fascinat-
ing enough, but the colours 

Top:  Berries galore at the 
Bramble Patch 
 
Middle: Stanthorpe’s Big Apple 
 
Bottom: Fred Flintstone would 
be proud of this wheel at the 
museum. 
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of the contents make this 
area really interesting. They 
make a Whiskello liqueur 
and it’s very moreish. 
  The Bramble Patch at Glen 
Aplin, just south of Stan-
thorpe, is another place to 
visit. Here they grow all 
sorts of berries and produce 
jams and preserves. It’s right 
at the end of Townsend 
Road, so keep on going ‘til 
you find it. The trip is worth 
it. Along with fresh berries 
they have the most magnifi-
cent waffles with berries and 
yoghurt you’ll ever taste. 
  If you need a break from all 
that wonderful local pro-
duce, pay a visit to the Stan-
thorpe and District Historical 
Society Museum, in Main 
Street to the south of town, 
right next to the Top of the 
Town caravan park. 
  This museum houses a fan-
tastic collection of local his-
torical material, from photo-
graphs and records to the 
buildings themselves. There 
is old machinery, militaria, 
lots of fascinating memora-
bilia and some faithfully and 
beautifully restored rooms in 
the buildings. It really is well 
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Top: A cosy fireside at Heritage 
Estate  
 
Middle: A maze of granite 
boulders at Donnelly’s Castle 
 
Bottom: Some of the wine selec-
tion at Heritage Estate 



worth a visit. 
  November through to May 
seems to be the best time to 
visit. The weather is warmer 
and the local produce is get-
ting picked. If you really 
want fresh fruits, berries and 
vegetables, this is time to 
come to Stanthorpe. It’s a 
really interesting and produc-
tive region, with loads of 
things to see, do and taste. 
Stanthorpe really is cool. 

Top: Granite outcrops are a 
feature of the countryside 
around Stanthorpe 
 
Left: If you are into fine wines 
the Stanthorpe area is well 
worth a visit 
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and the coat of arms above 
the entry is spectacular. 
  Scattered throughout the 
town are loads of attractions 
and activities to enjoy. 
  The old railway station in 
Murray Street was built in 
1882 and has been lovingly 
restored. Drawn up at the 
platform are a number of old 
railway carriages which tell 
the story of Hay's wartime 
history and its internment 
and prisoner of war camp. 
This is the Dunera Museum, 

take you past clusters of his-
toric and nicely restored 
buildings, busy shops and 
sidewalk coffee cafes. The 
tourist centre is in Moppet 
Street just up from the 
mainy, and here you can find 
all the information you'll 
need to explore the region. 
  RV travellers should also 
note that the Hay Tourist 
Centre has hot showers 
available for a couple of 
bucks, and as well you can 
top off your water tanks 
from the tap out front. While 
you're in Moppett Street, 
take a stroll up the road and 
have a look at the court-
house. It was built in 1892 

S ited at the junction of 
the Sturt and Cobb 
highways, Hay is a 

genuine surprise packet for 
travellers. It's a busy, bus-
tling, sprawling town just 
across the Murrumbidgee 
River north of the highway 
junction. 
  Hay was surveyed in 1859 
and grew into a regional cen-
tre for the surrounding sheep 
and cattle holdings. It also 
became a busy river port for 
the paddle steamers. Today it 
remains an agricultural cen-
tre, yet with its roots deep in 
Australia's past. 
  A stroll along the main 
street (Lachlan Street) will 

������
�������
����  

���

Above: The Murrumbidgee at 
Hay’s Bushy Bend 
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named after the German, 
Austrian and Italian pows 
that were brought here from 
Europe aboard the military 
transport Dunera. 
  In Church Street you'll find 
the Hay Gaol Museum, with 
a collection of memorabilia 
and local artefacts scattered 
throughout the old prison. 
This gaol was built in 1878 
and has had a number of 
uses. Naturally it's been a 
gaol, as you'll see from the 
cell blocks, but it has also 
been used as a maternity 
hospital, a hospital for the 
insane, a detention centre for 
prisoners of war and more 
recently as an institute for 
girls. The high walls, corner 
towers, and the imposing 
front entrance, have all been 
faithfully preserved. 
  Keeping with the historical 
perspective, the Bishop's 
Lodge, on the corner of the 
Sturt highway and Roset 
Street in South Hay is a truly 

Opposite top: Sculptures at 
Bushy Bend 
 
Opposite Left: The wall at Hay 
Gaol 
 
Opposite right: Well preserved 
buildings in the main street 
 
Left: Hay Court House 
 
Below: Hay railway station 
 
Bottom: View of Lachlan 
Street, Hay 
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remarkable building. It was 
built in 1888 as home for the 
first Anglican Bishop of the 
Riverina, Sydney Linton. 
The construction is quite 
amazing. It was designed to 
cope with Hay's summer 
heat and is clad in corru-
gated iron, with internal lin-
ings of pressed metal insu-
lated with Cypress pine saw-
dust. 
  This truly is a grand house, 
with very wide verandas all 
round to keep the sun off the 
walls, a magnificent en-
trance, immense rooms and 
halls with high ceilings. The 
stained glass windows are 
outstanding. 
  This is an amazing and ex-
tremely practical design, 
from the raised water tank 
array at the rear to the raised 
roof capping that allows heat 
to escape. 
  There is an adjoining 
kitchen complex and ser-
vants quarters, and some of 
the original fruit trees still 
stand in the garden. The gar-
dens surrounding the lodge 
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Left: Billy the shearer knocks 
the fleece of a sheep at Shear 
Outback 
 
Below: The big shearing shed at 
Shear Outback 



are equally spectacular, with 
magnificent old trees and a 
heritage rose garden. 
  While you're in South Hay, 
500m west along the Sturt is 
the fascinating Shear Out-
back. This imposing building 
holds a fascinating history of 
the shearing industry, with a 
vast range of exhibits, photo-
graphs and historical items 
detailing the past and present 
working lives of the shear-
ers. 
  The role of the shearing 
teams, and in particular the 
shearers, has a firm and 
fabulous place in Australia's 
early history and folklore. In 
the days when Australia rode 
on the sheep's back, it was 
the shearers who literally 
rode and wrestled the sheep 
to remove the fleece. 
  The shearer's hall of fame 
lists the gun shearers and 
their records, and interactive 
screens detail shearing teams 
past and present. An evening 
sound and light show is a 

������
�������
����  

���

Right: Lang’s Crossing sculp-
ture at Bushy Band 
 
Middle: Dunera Boys exhibit in 
a restored carriage at the rail-
way station 
 
Bottom: Shear Outback, just 
outside Hay, is a must see  



feature, as well as the huge 
shearing shed that was 
moved piece by piece from 
Murray Downs station and 
rebuilt on the grounds. 
Shearing demonstrations are 
a feature in the shed, with a 
'gun' shearer demonstrating 
the use of both hand and 

powered shears. 
  The Shear Outback experi-
ence is a brilliant way to 
gain an understanding of the 
life of the shearers, the im-
pact they had in a growing 
Australia, and also how 
bloody hard these blokes 
worked. Don't miss it. 
  Once you've had your fill of 
all the historical attractions, 
there's always the peace and 
quiet of the river. Right in 
town by the bridge you'll 
find Bushy Bend. A walking 
track around this bend takes 
you through the shoreline 
forest along the riverbank 
and here you'll find some of 
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Above left: Stainless steel sculp-
ture at Bushy Bend 
 
Above right: The entrance to 
the old Hay Gaol 
 
Left: Raw fleece at Shear Out-
back 



the famous Long Paddock 
sculptures. These really are 
works of art in stainless 
steel. There are three in all, 
depicting Murrumbidgee 
Landscapes, Cobb's Wheels 
and Lang's Crossing, the 
early name for Hay. These 
sculptures are part of an 
amazing Cobb Highway art-
work with sculptures and in-
terpretive panels ranging 
from Mathoura in the south 
to Ivanhoe in the north. 
  Downstream from the 
bridge you'll find Sandy 
Point, a really well laid out 
reserve that features bbqs, 
covered picnic tables, a boat 
ramp and grassy banks. 
Camping is allowed here, 
and the river is a beacon for 
fishermen. 
  To the west is Hay Weir on 
the Maude Road. This is an-
other neat fishing spot for 
the travelling fisho. All the 
way along the river around 
Hay  the birdlife is spectacu-
lar and walkers can enjoy the 
peace of the bush. 
  I can guarantee Hay is defi-
nitely a place you'll want to 
linger. It's a beaut piece of 
Australia 


��

Right: Original fruit trees at 
Bishop’s Lodge 
 
Middle: Heritage roses in the 
garden at Bishop’s Lodge 
 
Bottom: Some of the prisoners 
of war shown at the Dunera ex-
hibit at Hay Railway Station 
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 Also adjacent to the main 
street is Lake Nagambie, 
formed after the construction 
of the Goulburn Weir in 
1890. The extensive lake 
system has become the cen-
tre of a wide range of water 
activities, rowing and fishing 
to name just two. Rumour 
has it there are trout and red-
fin in the lake, which is as 
good an excuse as any to 
visit and stay awhile. There 
is a well maintained park 
right in town on the water’s 

plenty to see, do and enjoy 
in this fascinating region. 
  Nagambie officially be-
came a town in 1872, though 
explorer Thomas Mitchell 
travelled through the area in 
the 1830s. Some of the 
town’s early buildings re-
main today in the wide and 
attractive main street. The 
median strip features well 
maintained gardens, a clean 
loo and a massive water 
tower clad in ivy. The local 
tourist information centre is 
on the western side of the 
street just down from the 
loo. Make sure you get local 
maps of the area because 
some of the roads tend to 
form something of a maze. 

O ne of the beaut 
things about touring 
around Oz is the 

odd little gem you can find 
just by getting off the high-
ways. And they don’t have to 
be far from home, either. A 
classic example is the Na-
gambie area, just to the north 
of Melbourne. 
  Nagambie is the centre of a 
pastoral and agricultural re-
gion, and is becoming more 
widely known for its winer-
ies. There are some interest-
ing historical attractions in 
the area and being so close 
to Melbourne it’s very popu-
lar for day trippers. But 
don’t let the presence of trip-
pers put you off. There is 
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Above: The spectacular view of 
the vines from the tower at 
Mitchelton Wines 



edge where you can enjoy a 
cuppa and take in the views 
of the lake. 
  Only a few kilometres 
northwest of Nagambie 
you’ll find the heritage-listed 
Kirwan’s Bridge. It’s a 300m 
long timber bridge that’s 
around 100 years old, and on 
either side the waterway is 
full of bird life. 
  The wineries of the Nagam-
bie region are a major attrac-
tion and have an excellent 
reputation for quality. The 
main wineries are David 
Traeger, Chateau Tahbilk, 
Mitchelton Wines and 12 
Acres Winery. Mitchelton 
and Tahbilk are a must. 
Mitchelton features a spec-
tacular winery complex with 
a remarkable tower that pro-
vides outstanding views of 
the surrounding countryside. 
And of course their wines 
are top shelf, too. 
  If you like a bit of history 
with your wine, Chateau  
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Left: The Goulburn River flows 
past Mitchelton Wines 
 
Below: A restored pub in Na-
gambie 
 
Bottom: A selection of the tasty 
Plunkett wines 
 
Opposite top: The historic cel-
lar at Chateau Tahbilk 
 
Opposite Bottom: The stunning 
Mitchelton winery 
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Tahbilk is the place to go. 
Built in 1860 and still going 
strong, Tahbilk has a mag-
nificent original cellar, his-
toric buildings and some 
wonderful old gnarled vines. 
And their wine, too, is de-
lightful. 
  The countryside around Na-
gambie is attractive and well 
watered by the Goulburn 
River. Sheep graze in green 
paddocks and the blaze of 
canola lights up the granite 
outcrops. 
  Almost due east of Nagam-
bie is the tiny village of 
Longwood, noted for its 
pretty countryside and the 
historic White Hart Hotel, 
where you can enjoy good 
food and meet interesting 
characters. 
  From Longwood head 
across the Hume Highway 
(take extreme care with this 
crossing) and follow the 
Ruffy road into the Strathbo-
gie Ranges. This is a very 
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Right: Rolling countryside in 
the Strathbogie Range 
 
Below: Kirwan’s Bridge near 
Nagambie 
 
Bottom: Red Kelly’s grave at 
Avenel 



�
������������������������������������������������� ���������
������ ������!��""������#$�����������%$�"��&'�
���� �������������

����(� ���
������)�*�����$�
����"+)�,�����"����-��� ��
�����
�.�����-����&'���

������
�������
����  


��

Clockwise from top 
left: 
 
Wines from 
Mitchelton 
 
Palm jug at The Odd 
Jug at Ruffy 
 
Ornate jugs at The 
Odd Jug, Ruffy 
 
The old stone bridge 
at Avenel 



pleasant drive through rising 
country with stark granite 
outcrops, green valleys and 
peaceful Angus cattle. 
 Ruffy is an interesting little 
place, a handful of houses 
scattered around the produce 
store, where the coffee is 
said to be good. Just out of 
Ruffy you’ll find another lit-
tle gem, The Odd Jug. This 
is a fascinating place, with 
lovely gardens, Devonshire 
teas and the most amazing 
collection of jugs you’ll find 
anywhere. 
  In the Jug Room there are 
over a thousand jugs of all 
shapes and sizes. As you 
wander about you’ll surely 
recognise some of them. 
This is a beaut spot for after-
noon tea. 
  From Ruffy the road wan-
ders back through the ranges 
to rejoin the Hume Highway 
at Avenel. 
  Now we’ve all zipped past 
Avenel on our way up and 
down the Hume, but make a 
point of visiting this interest-
ing little town. On the east-
ern side of the highway 
you’ll find the Avenel Maze, 
a collection of mazes that 
will keep both kids and 
adults amused (and maybe 
confused) for hours. 
  The main part of Avenel is 
on the western side of the 
highway, and right here 
you’ll find Plunkett Wines, 
on Lambing Gully Road. 
The wines here are very 
good, and so is its restaurant. 
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Above: Nagambie Lake at 
sunset 
 
Inset: Fancy a drop of red? 
 
Opposite top: Character-filled 
buildings in Nagambie 
 
Opposite middle: The White 
Hart Hotel at Longwood 
 
Opposite bottom: Sheep 
grazing in the Nagambie region 

bravery. 
  That act must have been 
deeply meaningful for Ned, 
as it’s said he was wearing 
that same green sash when 
he was shot and captured at 
Glenrowan. 
  Ned’s father John (Red) 
Kelly died in Avenel in 1866 
and you can visit his grave in 
the Avenel cemetery. 
  The Nagambie region may 
not be as popular as the more 
well known touring areas, 
but there is a heck of a lot to 
see and do there. It’s very 
pretty country with an inter-
esting history, and the wines 
really will make your happy 
hour happy. 

  Further into town you’ll 
come across an old stone 
bridge on the Seymour road. 
This bridge was built in 
1859 and was used by the 
Cobb & Co coaches that 
changed teams in the town. 
As you stand on the bridge 
gazing at the beautiful stone 
arches you can almost hear 
the clatter of the coaches. 
  But Avenel’s main claim to 
fame is its influence on the 
life of Ned Kelly. Ned lived 
here as a child with his fam-
ily for some years. Around 
150 metres downstream 
from that old stone bridge 
young Ned saved another 
boy from drowning. The 
boy’s dad was so impressed 
with Ned that he presented 
him with a green sash for his 
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that perfect RV.  
  To make the choice a little 
easier we've joined up with 
the crew from Jurgens, Ulti-
mate Campers, Goldstream 
Caravans and Kea Mo-
torhomes to look at some of 
the different facets of RV 
touring. The selection of 
RVs we gathered by no 
means covers all the RV 
types, and scarcely scratches 
the surface of all the models 
available, but we hope it will 
show some of the differences 
of these rigs, and the benefits 
of each type. 
  Now we could have done 
this exercise in a park some-
where, but to get a real feel 
for the variations in the rigs 

we decided to do this com-
parison out there in the field 
(or rather, by the beach) in a 
beaut part of the world. Not 
only would we see the rigs 
doing their best work, but we 
could also play, too. 
  The crew gathered at Cape 
Conran in Victoria's East 
Gippsland, about 20km east 
of the Snowy River town of 
Marlo. From this base camp 
we could access a wide 
range of driving conditions, 
as well as discover the pros 
and cons of camping in the 
different types of RV. 
  The vehicles involved fell 
into four categories of RV - 
motorhome, touring caravan, 
off-road caravan and off-

 What do you look for when 
choosing an RV? There are 
many makes and models on 
the Aussie market these 
days, and within that wide 
range there are differing 
types of RVs to suit the spe-
cific needs of Aussie travel-
lers. The selection criteria 
vary as much as the number 
of people looking to hit the 
road. Some prefer little more 
that a tent on a box trailer, 
while others look for luxury 
all the way. 
  You can wear out a lot of 
shoe leather visiting sales 
yards, shows and so on, and 
that's not to mention wearing 
out your fingerprints on the 
mouse searching the net for 
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road camper trailer. 
  The Kea motorhome is a 
comfortable self-contained 
rig ideal for long-range tour-
ing on the blacktop. There 
are no towing hassles and it 
is easy to operate. 
  The Jurgens Lunagazer is a 
spacious touring caravan 
with a focus on comfort and 
style - ideal for long-range 
trips around Australia. 
  The Goldstream Cutaway 
Pop-top is a 16-foot off-road 
caravan, designed to access 
out-of-the-way campsites yet 
provide all the comforts of 
caravan camping. 

  The Ultimate Elite is a styl-
ish yet rugged off-road 
camper trailer is specifically 
designed to handle the 
roughest of tracks and has a 
high level of comfort and ac-
cessories. 
  Firstly, lets look at these 
rigs on the road. 
  The Jurgens touring RV 
was right at home on the tar 
roads and fine on well-made 
gravel roads - and that's what 
it's designed for. It's not 
suited to narrow winding 
earth and dirt roads where 
clearances, (width, height, 
ground and overhang) would 
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The RVs; 
 
Clockwise from top left: 
 
The Kea motorhome 
 
The Ultimate Elite off-road 
camper 
 
The Goldstream 16ft pop-top 
off-road caravan 
 
The Jurgens Lunagazer touring 
caravan  
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those roads, either. 
  The Goldstream pop-top off 
road caravan rolled along 
fine on the tar and well made 
gravel roads, and with its 
shorter length, lower height 
and narrower width, it faced 
a lesser hazard from over-
head branches. This rig also 
had greater ground clearance 
and a cutaway rear, so it was 
also capable on the narrower 
dirt roads and in the mud. 
Having said that, care still 
needs to be taken with width 
and height in heavily treed 
country. 
  The Ultimate camper tows 

prevent easy travel. With 
trees so close and branches 
overhead it would be asking 
for a ding or two if travelling 
on the off road section of 
road we selected. 
  The Kea motorhome was 
just fine on the tar and could 
handle well formed gravel 
roads, just like the touring 
RV, provided overhanging 
trees were not an issue. It 
was the highest of the RVs 
we took along, and com-
bined with its other clear-
ances, it was not suited to 
narrow, rough dirt roads. But 
then, it's not designed for 
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Clockwise from top left: 
 
The kitchen area of the Kea 
 
Surprising amount of space in 
the Ultimate Elite living area 
 
Bedroom and kitchen/dinette 
area of the Goldstream 
 
Twin bed configuration of the 
Jurgens allows more space 
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  So much for road work. 
What about in-camp? 
  Arrival in camp can be a 
chore to some, and the ease 
of setting up camp varied 
with our test RVs. 
  The motorhome was pretty 
much a matter of parking up, 
whacking out the awning 
and looking for the fishing 
gear. That's where a mo-
torhome is at its best - being 
self contained and with no 
trailer-backing required, they 
are very easy to get set up in 
camp. 
  It was a little more complex 
for the vans in terms of re-
versing into their spots, but 

well on the tar and gravel, 
but is really designed for the 
dirt. Essentially, wherever 
you can push your 4wd, the 
Ultimate camper will follow 
easily. There are no clear-
ance issues other than those 
facing the fourby. This is the 
sort of rig for those who 
really want to get into the 
backblocks. 
  The different hitches of the 
towed rigs is also worth not-
ing. The Jurgens tourer fea-
tures an Alko hitch designed 
for road work, while the 
Goldie and the Ultimate had 
a off road hitches, a Hyland 
and a Trigg respectively. 
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annoying in the camper with 
all that canvas, but heck, if 
it's raining, wait a while. We 
were in Victoria, after all. 
  We had a three day stay 
planned, and all the vehicles 
were in unpowered sites for 
the duration. All had ade-
quate power on board, and 
all had LED lighting. Cook-
ing was done on gas cookers 
if need be, though we 
cooked in the camp kitchen 
most of the time. The water 
supply was greater in the 
touring van and the mo-
torhome, however all had 
plenty of water for the trip. 

the Jurgens, once parked and 
levelled, was also a matter of 
rolling out the awning and 
heading for the surf. 
  The Goldstream was simi-
lar, save that the top had to 
be popped, but the Goldie 
crew were ready for the 
beach pretty smartly. 
  The camper trailer crew had 
a bit more work to do, but 
not really that much, given 
the design of the camper. It 
took about three minutes to 
set up the basic rig. 
  Packing up is the reverse, 
of course. A bit of wet 
weather makes it a bit more 
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Our RVs in their best environ-
ments. Clockwise from top left: 
 
The Kea touring on the road 
 
The Ultimate Elite off-road 
camper in the bush 
 
The Goldstream pop top off-
roader heading for the scrub 
 
The Jurgens Lunagazer touring 
on the tar 
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proof as the other three, but 
effective. 
  So all were happy campers, 
with all the comforts avail-
able to some degree, but 
what about room to move 
inside the RVs? This is 
where vehicle design and ca-
pability come in. It's pretty 
obvious that available space 
is a trade off for off road ca-
pability. Both the Kea and 
the Jurgens traded off off-
road capability for length, 
width and height, so their in-
ternal space was much 
greater. The Goldstream and 
the Ultimate reversed that 

  The touring van, mo-
torhome and off-road pop 
top all had on board ensuites, 
so as far as a midnight loo 
visit was concerned they 
were sweet. It's easy enough 
to tote a porta potti in the 
camper, so that was covered 
as well. And for the blokes, 
well, there were lots and lots 
of trees... 
  When it came to keeping 
clean, all vehicles had show-
ers, with the camper having 
an external shower fitted. 
The camper crew used a 
light, portable, camping 
shower screen - not as wind-
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Clockwise from top left: 
 
Open spaces and forward bed 
in the Kea 
 
Loads of room in the Ultimate 
when it’s set up 
 
The Goldstream living and 
kitchen area is quite spacious 
 
Plenty of room in the Jurgens 
for long range touring 
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design, with height, width, 
and length sacrificed for 
greater off-road capability. 
Having said that, there was 
plenty of room in the Goldie 
for a touring couple, and the 
design of the Ultimate pro-
duced a surprising amount of 
room inside. 
  All the RV types shown 
here have advantages and 
disadvantages in the areas of 
space, driving capability and 
level of amenities, but as 
they say, it's horses for 
courses. It's pretty much a 
case of selecting the RV life-
style you prefer, then select-
ing an RV to suit. All these 
RVs are designed for fun in 
the great outdoors, and isn't 
that what it's all about? 
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We all love independent 
camping and being self-
contained, but there’s more 
to self contained touring than 
just pulling up in a camp 
somewhere. Your RV re-
quires certain basic systems 
to allow you to camp in 
comfort. These systems in-
clude electricity, water, bath-
room facilities, appropriate 
accessories and cooking ap-
pliances that will allow you 
to camp down by a billabong 
somewhere without worry-
ing every five minutes about 
ducking into town for a top 
up. 

 Of all these independent 
camping systems, electricity 
is perhaps the most impor-
tant, and also perhaps the 
most complex. We all need 
power for fridges and freez-
ers, lighting and maybe air-
conditioners, so how do we 
keep those electrons pump-
ing away in our bush camp? 
  Lets look at the basics of 
solar power systems. 
  In simple terms, energy 
from the sun is captured by a 
solar panel which converts it 
into DC electricity. The 
power is run through a solar 
regulator and then stored in a 

battery bank for use when 
you need it. An inverter is 
used to change the DC 
power to AC (mains) power 
capable of running all of 
your modern appliances. 
  What are the basic compo-
nents of a solar system? 
 
 PANELS 
 Use name brands when 
choosing panels. Warranties 
mean nothing if product has-
n’t had time in the field. For 
example, Kyocera panel out-
put is still 80-90 percent af-
ter 25 years. 
  One fixed panel provides 
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approx 42Ah per day. You 
may get a little more from 
portable panels but they are 
a bit inconvenient. 
  Allow some space below 
the panel (10mm) because 
they perform better when 
cool. 
  Two panels should run a 
fridge, entertainment and 
lights. There's never too 
much power, the more pan-
els the better. 
 
 REGULATORS 
A solar regulator controls the 
energy running into your 
batteries delivering constant 
voltage battery charging.                   
This means your batteries 
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will last longer, your solar 
system will be more reliable 
and you will get more energy 
from your solar panels. 
  A solar regulator prevents 
your batteries from over 
charging or heating, thereby 
extending their life. As bat-
teries are one of the more ex-
pensive components of your 
system, you need to look af-
ter them well. A solar regula-
tor will do this for you. 
  Pulse width modulation 
(PWM) and maximum 
power point tracker (MPPT) 
technologies adjust charging 
rates depending on the bat-
tery's level, to allow charg-
ing closer to its maximum 

capacity. 
  Purchase a regulator larger 
than your requirements in 
case you decide to increase 
the number of panels. 
 
 So we’ve collected our free 
power from the sun, what’s 
the best way to store it? 
 
 BATTERIES 
Deep Cycle batteries are es-
pecially designed to have 
more capacity and a high cy-
cle life - meaning your bat-
teries last a lot longer. DC 
batteries have faster recharge 
times than flooded batteries 
and excellent recovery from 
deep discharge. 
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like wet batteries, and can be 
mounted on their sides or 
ends if needed. 
 A correctly installed solar 
system will extend your in-
dependent camping ability 
considerably and allow you 
to enjoy the great outdoors 
longer. 

charge times - much faster 
than gel cell and lead acid 
batteries, and have a low self 
discharge rate. 
They can be mounted inside 
a car, caravan, motorhome 
etc and only need to be 
vented to atmosphere - they 
do not need to be in a sealed 
box vented to the outside 

 What's an AGM Deep Cycle 
battery? AGM stands for ab-
sorbed glass mat. AGM 
Deep Cycle batteries have 
many advantages over stan-
dard batteries. AGM batter-
ies are totally sealed, spill 
proof and never need top-
ping up with water. Ever! 
They have very rapid re-
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fascinating collection of rail 
memorabilia, and if you 
have kids along they’ll love 
the model railway. Even big 
kids will love it. 
  But it’s the roundhouse it-
self that’s the focus of atten-
tion. The roundhouse is a 
complete circle building 
with a 100-foot turntable in 
the centre. Opened in 1947, 
it was used to service and 
repair locomotives and rail 
cars, and in fact half of it is 
still used as a service centre 
today. The other half, of 

Junee is a quiet, sprawling 
country town in the midst of 
rolling grain and grazing 
country in the NSW Riv-
erina. It's located roughly be-
tween Cootamundra and 
Wagga Wagga, and it's not 
far from the Hume Highway. 
  Junee has a strong connec-
tion with the history of rail 
in NSW. The best place to 
soak up some of this railway 
history is the Junee Railway 
Roundhouse and Museum in 
Harold Street. In the mu-
seum section you’ll find a 
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Above: The fabulous railway 
station square in Junee 
 
Opposite top: Coffee and 
chocolate time at the Licorice 
Factory Junee 
 
Opposite bottom left: The inte-
rior of the railway station is 
beautifully preserved 
 
Opposite bottom right: The old 
palms in the median strip in 
Junee 
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on the magnificent railway 
station. You can wander 
around the station and ad-
mire the period architecture, 
but be sure to call in to the 
café. The interior of the café 
is just spectacular, with high 
ceilings and lovely décor. 
Better still, the tucker here is 
really good. The hamburgers 
are top shelf. 
  Around the rest of the 
square are old pubs with 
loads of iron lace and re-
stored buildings. This entire 
railway precinct is abso-
lutely stunning and walking 
around here is like stepping 
back in time. 
  There are all the necessary 
services in Junee for the 
traveller, with a range of ac-
commodation from old pubs 
to motels, a van park and 

course, contains some classic 
locomotives and rail cars. 
  As you walk through the 
roundhouse, you’ll find a 
historic diesel and a steam 
loco, along with a rail motor 
and a big electric loco. Some 
of the rail cars are magnifi-
cent and take you back to the 
golden days of rail transport 
– sleeping cars with lovely 
timberwork and pressed 
metal ceilings, a dining car 
and some beaut old stainless 
steel cars from the famous 
Fish and Chips trains. 
  Opposite the museum side 
of the roundhouse the work 
goes on, and if you’re lucky 
you’ll see the turntable oper-
ating. 
  In the centre of town you’ll 
find the Junee railway pre-
cinct, a town ‘square’ based 

�$����%	���� �!	��&��	

���

Clockwise from opposite top 
left: 
 
Barbie time in the back yard of 
the Belmore Manor B&B 
 
Beautiful iron lace around the 
Commercial hotel in Junee 
 
Interior of the Junee Railway 
Station 
 
Vast range of chocolate and 
licorice at the Licorice Factory 
 
Rolling countryside outside 
Junee 
 
Gorgeous old buildings in the 
railway square precinct 
 
Have a sweet tooth? Try the 
good stuff in the railway cafe 
 
Belmore B&B - a top place to 
stay in Junee 
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too! 
The 2012 Festival also fea-
tures a rocky road world re-
cord attempt, (yum) and the 
unique Wind in the Round-
house Concert. (too much 
Rocky Road, eh?) 
  The Junee Licorice and 
Chocolate factory in Lord 
Street is definitely a must 
visit in Junee. Even if you 
don’t have a sweet tooth, the 
factory has loads to interest. 
You can see chocolates being 
made, and the licorice mak-
ing process is fascinating. 
Better still, kids can make 
their own chocolate freckles. 
There are loads of different 
chocolate to sample and buy, 
and the coffee and hot 

chocolate is beaut. There’s 
also a restaurant in the com-
plex. 
  While you’re visiting Junee 
take a drive out to Wanta-
badgery and the Murrum-
bidgee river. It’s a pleasant 
drive through scenic coun-
tryside, and just out of Wan-
tabadgery you’ll find Sandy 
Beach Reserve. There are 
picnic tables and toilets here, 
and if you have a tinny or 
canoe there’s a boat ramp to 
access the river. 
  Junee is a very friendly 
town that’s full of surprises. 
You just never know what 
you’ll find! 
 

some beaut B&Bs. If you 
need something specific, just 
ask a local. They're a really 
friendly bunch around here! 
 The Junee Rhythm 'n Rail 
Festival was re-launched this 
year in March. The 3-day 
event features live music, 
family fun, food and wine, 
train shuttles and great Junee 
hospitality. 
  Some of the attractions for 
the 2012 event are the Farm-
ers' Market, the Junee Lamb 
lunch, and the Bush Poets' 
breakfast. If you make it to 
this breakfast keep your eye 
out for Neil Smith, the 
Limping Poet. He's one of 
the best bush poets going 
around - and a good bloke, 
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This reserve is without doubt 
one of the best campsites 
around. It’s part of a com-
plex of campsites along the 
Murray river west of Yarra-
wonga Vic.  
  There are few amenities, 
just a couple of very smelly 
toilets here and there, but the 
campsites are brilliant.  
  This is a fantastic location 
for well set-up independent 
campers who like a bit of 
fishing, canoeing, or just laz-
ing about on the banks of 
this beaut stretch of the 
Murray.  
  You can find more details at 
the Yarrawonga Tourist 
Centre. 
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The drive from Brisbane to Birdsville is one of Australia’s classic journeys. You’ll 
pass through historic towns, see some fabulous countryside and, of course, end up at 
one of Australia’s most famous racetracks. 
  On this trip we follow the Warrego highway from Dalby out through Roma and 
Mitchell to Charleville and its Cosmos Centre, visiting heaps of villages along the 
way. We then check out opal cutting at Quilpie and yabbie racing at Windorah, 
before heading off across the dirt to Birdsville. Here we soak up the sights and sounds 
of one of the outback’s classic events and run out to see the big red dunes of the 
Simpson Desert. 
  It’s a classic trip into some wonderful country. Put this trip down as a must-do when 
you’re Heading Off Around Australia. 
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W ell, there I was, 
sittin’ in our an-
nexe in the van 

park in the Isa, suggesting to 
the child bride that we 
should snig the van to the 
Gregory or some out of the 
way waterhole near the 
Curry for the Christmas 
break. 
  “Nah,” says Trish. "I wanna 
go shoppin’ in the Alice.” 
  “But Darl, it’s about 1200 
kilometres EACH WAY!!” I 
says. 
  “Don’t care,” she replies. 
“And I don’t want to go the 
woosy bitumen way. I want 
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the 700 kilometres of dirt on 
the Plenty Highway.” 
  And so it came to pass, dear 
readers, that we actually did 
go to Alice, but on the bitu-
men (boring, flat, and we’ll 
never go to Alice that way 
again). 
  After two days in the im-
maculately clean town of Al-
ice, the Plenty Highway had 
dried out and we had an ab-
solute ball with scenery, 
wildlife, river crossings etc 
on the 700-odd kilometres of 
dirt on the Plenty Highway. 
Loved it. 
  We love the little van park 
on the banks of the Burke 
River in Boulia, so we’re on 
our second day here now and 
will head back to the Isa to-
morrow to start life in the 
city again. Bugger. 
  The Plenty is open for traf-
fic but it’s 45+ out there 
now.  
  “And the flat tyre fiasco,” I 
hear you ask.… Bloke in the 
Kedron set out from Cairns 
with his five-year-old 
Kedron with five-year-old 
Dunlop tyres. No problems 

Right: on the Plenty River 
 
Middle: Willy Willy on the 
Barkly 
 
Bottom: Brolgas on the Plenty 
highway 



on the bitumen, but about 
400km on to the Plenty he 
blew three tyres on his van 
within 50km. When we left 
him he was trying to chain 
up one wheel and was in-
tending to go the remaining 
360km to Alice on three 
wheels. 
  Lesson: If your tyres are 
over 5 years old, chuck the 
buggers. Too bloody danger-
ous out here. 
  Bloke just pulled into the 
park a few minutes ago and 
has one better story. He was 
camped at Jervois Station 
(475km out on the Plenty) 
when this city dill drove in 
late at night with a missus, 
two kids and travelling on 
two rims. No spares, no wa-
ter and bugger-all tucker. 
He’s lucky to be alive. 
  Van and Toyota went well. 
Bugger all dust leaks and no 
flat tyres. 21litres/100Km 
until we hit the serious head-
wind about 300km west of 
Boulia. Down to 3rd gear and 
24litres/100Km. Dropped all 
tyre pressures to about 34psi 
to soften the ride and to 
lessen the chances of punc-
tures. 
  Yabbies are biting here on 
soap, of all things. Won’t go 
near the traps with the veg-
gies as bait. 
  Happy new year everyone 
  Love from ya bushie 
mates…. 
  Lyall and Trish 
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Top: Three flats in 50km! 
 
Above: Lyall trying to catch yabbies at Boulia 



Took a long drive recently, 
clear across NSW from east 
to west, through the southern 
half of the state. The trip 
took in much of the Murray 
Darling country and ended 
up west of Silverton down 
on the Mundi Mundi plain. 
We crossed a variety of land 
types, from forested areas to 
semi-arid country, vast 
plains and sand dunes. 
  In the areas around the riv-
ers, the 'Bidgee, the Murray 
and the Darling, we were 
struck by the fact that wher-
ever there was water and ir-
rigation, all sorts of crops 
were being grown; cotton, 
wheat, corn, rice, grains, 
fruits and grapes. (Loads of 
grapes - are Aussies that 
keen on their plonk?) In 
other areas, away from the 
access to water, nothing was 
being grown. 
  It occurred to us that if wa-
ter could be supplied to ex-
tensive areas of Australia, 
we could become the food 
bowl of the world. Ahh, but 
this is a dry continent, right? 
We just don't have the water, 
do we? 
  I reckon we could have, if 
we could just find some poli-
ticians with the foresight to 
have a crack. 
  Many years ago there were 
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plans to pipe water south 
from a series of big dams in 
the top end. It was to have 
been a project on as grand a 
scale as the Snowy Moun-
tains Scheme. Dunno what 
happened to that plan. I sus-
pect it got chucked in a too-
hard basket. 
  Nowadays we'd need a 
really tough polly to push 
such a project through, pri-
marily because the green 
movement would vehe-
mently oppose anything to 
do with dams, and we can't 
upset those folks, can we? 
  Obviously there was no 
green ideology bending the 
body politic when the Snowy 
Scheme pushed through, and 
the bloke who built the pipe-
line from Perth to the gold-
fields of WA didn't have idi-
ots dressed as giant koalas 
blocking his way. 
  I can see immense benefits 
to this country from a major 

watering project. Construc-
tion and maintenance of the 
water infrastructure would 
produce loads of jobs. Food 
production and exports 
would boom and those on 
the land would have security 
of production. 
  A better idea would be to 
use food shipments as aid, 
rather than supplying cash to 
tinpot dictators who use the 
money to buy Mercedes and 
Kalashnikovs instead of 
feeding those to whom the 
aid is directed. The aid 
money could be paid to our 
farmers and go towards the 
cost of shipping the food 
overseas. 
  But unfortunately that's just 
water dreams. While ever 
Canberra dances to the ideo-
logical tune of the green 
movement no more dams 
will ever be built. What a 
pity. 
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